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In early December, President Jorge Serrano's administration stepped up its accusations against the
Guatemalan media, adding to the tirade of official accusations against opposition organizations
in recent months. During a Dec. 10 press conference in Panama City where he was attending the
Central American presidential summit Serrano lashed out at what he termed "a new industry"
dedicated to destroying the image of his administration. Responding to a reporter's question
about accusations of army involvement in repression against the campesino population, a visibly
perturbed Serrano replied, "I categorically reject all these reports indicating that human rights are
being violated in Guatemala. The real problem is the international slander campaign being waged
against my country...there are too many groups which make a living off of human rights issues and
individuals who seek status through slander campaigns." Serrano proceeded to condemn media
enterprises in Guatemala, which he said use allegations of human rights violations "in order to fill
up the newspapers." He concluded, "We Guatemalans are sick and tired of it." Back in Guatemala,
on Dec. 13, Serrano delivered a televised address in which he accused the media of attempting
to destabilize the government. "We cannot continue to tolerate use of the media as a vehicle to
insult authorities," he said. Serrano issued a impassioned defense of the military, declaring that,
"when an army is unjustly accused of murder, its ability to carry out its mission is undermined."
Guatemalan journalists say the increased verbal attacks against the press are accompanied by a
rise in intimidation of reporters, including death threats. On Dec. 11, Human Rights Ombudsman
Ramiro de Leon Carpio announced that journalist Axel Cocon had gone into exile with his family
after being targeted by death threats and harassment by armed individuals. De Leon Carpio,
who declined to say which country had granted asylum to Cocon, condemned the Cocon affair
as "one more Guatemalan having to leave his country." Cocon also served as a correspondent
for Colombia's Radio Caracol, and had worked for Guatemalan dailies El Grafico and La Hora.
(Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 12/11/92; Agence FrancePresse, 12/10/92; 12/14/92)
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